
W
hat is F

IR
E

?
FIR

E
 is a unifying netw

ork
for independent R

eform
ed

(and R
eform

ing) baptistic
ch

u
rch

es to
 experien

ce
m

utual edification, fellow
-

sh
ip

, co
o

p
eratio

n
 an

d
p

rayerfu
l su

p
p

o
rt in

 
m

inistries and m
issions. 

W
hat does F

IR
E

 believe?
W

e affirm
 the five “Solas”

of the R
eform

ation: Sola
Scriptura (Scripture A

lone),
Sola G

ratia (G
race A

lone),
Sola Fide (Faith A

lone),
Solus C

hristus (C
hrist A

lone),
and Soli D

eo G
loria (T

o
the G

lory of G
od A

lone).
W

e stand in the tradition
of the historic R

eform
ed

C
onfessions of Faith such

as T
he L

on
d

on
 B

a
ptist 

C
onfession of 1644

and T
he

Secon
d

 L
on

d
on

 B
a

ptist
C

onfession of 1689.

H
ow

 does m
em

bership w
ork? 

F
IR

E
 is a n

etw
o

rk o
f

churches, not an independ-
ent

organization.
T

here is
no m

em
bership fee. E

ach
project is initiated and over-
seen by a local church.
O

ther churches m
ay be

invited to participate by

sh
arin

g
 th

eir tim
e o

r
resources. T

he success of the
netw

ork is dependent on the
com

m
itted involvem

ent of
the m

em
bers.

W
ho can

 join
?

FIR
E

 m
em

bership is open
to churches and individuals
w

h
o

 are R
efo

rm
ed

 (o
r

R
eform

ing) and agree w
ith

th
e

 F
IR

E
 d

o
c

trin
a

l
Statem

ent of Faith. 

F
R

E
Q

U
E

N
T

L
Y

A
SK

E
D

Q
U

E
ST

IO
N

S
S

T
A

T
E

M
E

N
T

O
F

F
A

IT
H

1
G

od an
d the T

rin
ity

W
e believe in the one

true and living G
od, in

three persons: the Father,
the Son and the H

oly Spirit,
w

ho is invisible, personal,
om

nipresent, eternal, 
dependent on none,
unchanging,truthful, trust-
w

orthy, alm
ighty, sovereign,

om
niscient, righteous, holy,

good, loving, m
erciful,

longsuffering and gracious.

2
T

he H
oly Scriptu

re
W

e believe that A
lm

ighty
G

od has revealed all that is
necessary to life and salva-
tion in the sixty-six books of
H

oly Scripture, w
hich are

the W
ord of G

od. A
ll

Scripture w
as given by inspi-

ration of G
od, is infallible

and inerrant, and is the final
arbiter in all disputes. Its
authority is derived from

 its
A

uthor and not from
 the

opinions of m
en.

3
E

lection
W

e believe that G
od,

before the foundation of the
w

orld, for H
is ow

n glory
did elect a great m

ultitude
of m

en and w
om

en to eter-
nal life as an act of free and
sovereign grace. T

his 
election w

as in no w
ay

dependent upon H
is 

foresight of hum
an faith,

decision, w
orks or m

erit.

4
A

dam
 O

ur R
epresentative

W
e believe that G

od
m

ade our first father A
dam

perfect, holy and upright.
H

e w
as appointed represen-

tative and head of the hum
an

race, thereby exposing all his
offspring to the effects of his
obedience or disobedience to
G

od's com
m

ands.

5
The Fall and Its E

ffects
W

e believe that A
dam

fell from
 his original right-

eousness into sin and brought
upon him

self and all his 
offspring death, condem

nation
and a sinful nature.

6
M

an
's In

ability
W

e believe it is utterly
beyond the pow

er of fallen
m

an to love G
od, to keep

H
is law

s, to understand the
gospel, to repent of sin or
to trust in C

hrist.

7
C

hrist O
ur R

epresentative
W

e believe that G
od

sent H
is Son into the w

orld,
conceived of the virgin
M

ary by the H
oly Spirit,

unchangeably sinless, both
G

od and m
an, born under

the law
, to live a perfect life

of righteousness on behalf
of H

is elect people.

8
P

articu
lar R

edem
ption

W
e believe that G

od's
Son died at C

alvary to effect
propitiation, reconciliation,
redem

ption and atonem
ent

for H
is elect people. G

od
bore testim

ony to H
is

acceptance of H
is Son's

w
ork by raising H

im
 

bodily from
 the dead.

9
T

he A
scen

sion
 of C

hrist
W

e believe that G
od's

Son ascended to the right
hand of H

is Father and is
enthroned in glory, w

here
H

e intercedes on behalf of
H

is people and rules over 
all things for their sake.

10
Irresistible G

race
W

e believe that G
od

the Son has poured out the
H

oly Spirit to w
ork along-

side the preached W
ord.

T
he Spirit of G

od regener-
ates elect sinners and draw

s
them

 irresistibly to faith 
in C

hrist the Savior.

11
Ju

stification
 

W
e believe the elect,

w
ho are called by grace, are

justified in the sight of G
od

on account of the im
puted

righteousness of Jesus
C

hrist, w
hich is received 

by faith alone.

12
P

erseveran
ce

W
e believe that all

w
ho are regenerated, called

and justified shall persevere
in holiness and never finally
fall aw

ay.

13
E

van
gelism

W
e believe it is the

calling of every local church
to participate in fulfilling
the G

reat C
om

m
ission by

m
aking disciples of all

nations, baptizing them
 in

the nam
e of the Father and

of the Son and of the H
oly

Spirit, and teaching them
 to

obey everything C
hrist has

com
m

anded us.

14
T

he C
hu

rch
W

e believe that the
local church is under the
authority of C

hrist alone.
N

evertheless, H
e has

appointed m
en to be elders

(undershepherds) to repre-
sent H

im
 as they care for

H
is body. D

eacons also
serve C

hrist as H
is m

inisters
of m

ercy. Furtherm
ore, the

com
m

union of saints
requires the recognition of
and fellow

ship w
ith other

local evangelical churches.

15
C

hu
rch O

rdin
an

ces
W

e believe that 
baptism

 by im
m

ersion and the
L

ord's Supper are gospel
ordinances belonging only
to regenerated believers.

16
E

schatology
W

e believe that 
the L

ord Jesus C
hrist shall

com
e again to raise the 

dead bodily, both righteous
and unrighteous, and that
the righteous shall enjoy
everlasting life and the
w

icked endure everlast-
ing punishm

ent. 

C
on

tact In
form

ation
T

o request an application form
 or

for m
ore inform

ation, visit our
w

ebsite or contact one of the
m

em
bers listed below

:

F
IR

E
O

n
lin

e 
w

w
w

.firefellow
ship.org

info@
firefellow

ship.org

Jerry M
arcellino

1.800.405.3788 
pastorjerry@

audubonchurch.org

Jim
 N

ew
heiser

760.747.9252 
sov_grce@

juno.com

I
N

E
S

S
E

N
T

IA
L

S

U
N

IT
Y

I
N

A
L

L
T

H
IN

G
S

C
H

A
R

IT
Y

IN
N

O
N

-E
SSE

N
T

IA
L

S

L
IB

E
R

T
Y



T
h

e F
E

L
L

O
W

S
H

I
P

O
F

IN
D

E
P

E
N

D
E

N
T

R
E

FO
R

M
E

D

E
V

A
N

G
E

L
IC

A
L

S
(FIR

E
) is a

u
n

ifyin
g

 n
etw

o
rk th

at
enables diverse R

eform
ed

pastors and congregations
to com

e together in affirm
-

in
g an

d
 pro

m
o

tin
g th

e
essen

tials o
f b

ib
lical,

R
efo

rm
ed

 C
h

ristian
ity 

(see Statem
ent of Faith).

T
hrough m

utual discussion,
teaching and

m
entorship,

there are m
any opportunities

to sharpen our understand-
ing of these deep truths of
the B

ible. W
e believe that

G
od is glorified through

the unity of believers as w
e

reach out beyond our local
churches. W

e encourage
m

em
ber churches to sup-

port each other through
prayer, fellow

ship, sharing
resources and participating
in m

inistry and m
issionary

efforts together.

U
nity extends beyond the

pastors into the congrega-
tions of m

em
ber churches.

A
s people get to know

each
 o

th
er, a d

esire to
 

w
orship and serve together

is often expressed. T
his leads

to joint w
orship services,

pulpit exchanges, prayer
m

eetings, support of m
is-

sionaries, and m
any other

activities. M
em

b
ers are

encouraged as they join
hands w

ith G
od’s people

throughout the w
orld.

T
raveling or m

oving pro-
vides a great opportunity
to attend other churches
and to hear w

hat G
od is

doing in other cities. T
hese

are all unifying experiences
that enlarge our under-
standing of G

od and reveal
H

is glory.

M
ake every effort to keep the unity of

the Spirit through the bond of peace.
T

here is one body and one Spirit—
just as you w

ere called to one hope
w

hen you w
ere called—

one Lord, one
faith, one baptism

; one G
od and

Father of all, w
ho is over all and

through all and in all. E
PH

4:3-6

IN
E

S
S

E
N

T
IA

L
S

U
N

IT
Y

A
s m

em
bers of FIR

E
, w

e
unite around the essentials
of our faith and w

e also
celebrate the liberty w

e
have through C

hrist in the
non-essential areas. U

nity
does not require identity of
thought and practice. O

ur
G

od is an am
azing C

reator.
H

e h
as u

n
iq

u
ely m

ad
e

each of us and gifted us in
w

ays th
at co

m
p

lem
en

t
each other. T

ogether, w
e

show
 the w

orld a m
ore

com
plete picture of w

ho
C

hrist is. 

A
s w

e share our experi-
ences, interests and ideas,
others are challenged

and
inspired to grow

 in new
areas in their church and
personal lives. 

F
IR

E
 h

as n
o

 cen
tralized

structure or authority over
local churches. It is a net-
w

o
rk o

f ch
u

rch
es th

at
enhances the w

ork of each
local church. E

ach m
em

ber
has com

plete freedom
 to

in
itiate o

r participate in
w

hatever projects, confer-
ences or other activities they
choose. E

ach project or
m

inistry prom
oted through

FIR
E

 is under the oversight
of a particular local church,
not FIR

E
 itself.

T
here are different kinds of gifts, but

the sam
e Spirit. T

here are different
kinds of service, but the sam

e Lord.
T

here are different kinds of w
orking,

but the sam
e G

od w
orks all of them

 in
all m

en. 1 C
O

R
12:4-6

IN
N

O
N

-E
SSE

N
T

IA
L

S
L

IB
E

R
T

Y
T

here is a genuine spirit of
sacrificial care w

ith
in

F
IR

E
. W

ith
 a h

u
m

b
le 

spirit and m
utual respect

and acceptance, m
em

ber
ch

u
rch

es pray fo
r each

other, support each other,
help each other and w

ork
alongside each other in
very practical w

ays. 

M
em

bers share a like-m
inded

purpose of spreading the
G

ospel and caring for the
lost m

en, w
om

en and chil-
d

ren
 th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t o
u

r
w

orld. People need to hear
th

at th
eir sin

s can
 b

e 
forgiven by grace through
faith in the finished w

ork
of Jesus C

hrist alone. 

G
o

d
 is raisin

g u
p m

en
 

an
d

 w
o

m
en

 fro
m

 lo
cal

R
eform

ed churches to go
and m

ake disciples of all
nations in a biblical m

anner.
A

s G
od leads, m

em
bers of

FIR
E

 have the opportunity
to assist these churches
prayerfully and financially
to send these m

issionaries
throughout the w

orld. T
he

harvest is plentiful, but the
w

orkers are few
. 

FIR
E

 seeks to strengthen
an

d
 en

co
u

rag
e fello

w
churches through: 
•

sending full-tim
e 

m
issionaries 

•
short-term

 m
issions

projects
•

church planting
•

caring for the needs 
of the poor

•
publishing books, 
pam

phlets, tapes and
educational m

aterials
•

fam
ily cam

ps and 
conferences

•
pulpit exchanges

• regional and national
conferences

If you have any encouragem
ent from

being united w
ith C

hrist, if any com
fort

from
 his love, if any fellow

ship w
ith

the Spirit, if any tenderness and com
-

passion, then m
ake m

y joy com
plete by

being like-m
inded, having the sam

e
love, being one in spirit and purpose.
P

H
IL

2:1-2
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Y


